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Read a review of the Cabinet exhibition.

For a PDF with a list of all participating artists and where their work is exhibited click here.

The story of Sol LeWitt’s exchanges with other artists is widely known. Though
most artists engage in this process at one point or another, LeWitt seemed fully
committed to it as an artistic code of conduct, a way of life. Eva Hesse, Robert
Mangold, Hanne Darboven, and Robert Ryman are just a few of LeWitt’s
celebrated contemporaries with whom the artist exchanged works. Such
exchanges were not limited to well-known artists—LeWitt consistently traded
works with admirers whom he did not know but who had nevertheless sent
their work to him, as well as amateur artists with whom he interacted in his
daily life. LeWitt’s exchanges—he responded to every work he received by
sending back one of his own—fostered an ongoing form of artistic communion
and, in some cases, a source of support and patronage. The LeWitt Collection
retains all of the works he received, as well as a record of what he offered in
return.

For Sol LeWitt, the act of exchange seemed to be not only a personal gesture, but also an integral

part of his conceptual practice. In addition to encouraging the circulation of artworks through a gift

economy that challenged the art world’s dominant economic model, LeWitt’s exchanges with

strangers have the same qualities of generosity, and risk, that characterized his work in general.

This kind of exchange was designed to stage an encounter between two minds, outside the familiar

confines of friendship.

If we consider the process of exchange as another of Sol LeWitt’s instructional pieces, then the

rational (or irrational) thing to do is to continue to exchange work and ideas, if only symbolically,

with him.

This exhibition, a curatorial project by Regine Basha, sprang from a call to those who share an

affinity with Sol LeWitt’s legacy as a conceptual artist, to those who knew him and those who did

not, to anyone who has ever wondered, “What would Sol LeWitt like?”

Cabinet and MASS MoCA issued an open call for gifts to Sol LeWitt in any form of an image, an

object, a piece of music, or a film, books, ephemera, and other non-perishable items (e.g. wine)

for a two-part exhibition taking place at MASS MoCA and at the offices of Cabinet (300 Nevins

Street in Brooklyn) from January 20 through February 19, 2011. A publication documenting the

contributions accompanied the shows and was presented at the conclusion of the project to all

participants.
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It is with gratitude and humility that we acknowledge that the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA) rests on the ancestral homelands of the Muhheaconneok or Mohican people (People of the Waters That Are Never Still) and the Wabanaki peoples. Despite
tremendous hardship in being forcibly relocated from these lands by Dutch, English, and US colonizers, today the Muhheaconneok or Mohican community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community The Wabanaki Confederacy, also known as
The People of the Dawnland, include the Mi’kmaq, Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, Penobscot, and Abenaki Nations, who are indigenous to the lands with the English placenames Maine, Vermont, northwestern Massachusetts, and parts of Canada, and continue to reside in these
areas. We pay honor and respect to these ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more inclusive and equitable space for all. More information can be found here.
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